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MAY 2019
Hooray for May! We are so ready for the warmer, sunnier

weather this month brings, and look forward to enjoying the outdoors and
watching the signs of spring emerge. The children will be exploring many
aspects of nature this month, such as watching real caterpillars change
into Painted Lady butterflies they will release outside, and digging for
worms on the playground. Please be sure to dress your children in clothes
that can get dirty – messy play fosters a deep, rich learning in young
children!
For some children, this is also a time for seasonal allergies. Please
be sure to inform your child’s teacher if your child suffers from seasonal
allergies, as both the symptoms and the medications that alleviate
symptoms can often affect behavior, energy levels and appetite.
May 11th is our Spring Fling at Fitzgerald’s! It’s a fun, relaxed
grown-up-only evening, with drinks, food, and prizes – we hope to see you
there!
A special thank you to the MMO teachers who all provided such
meaningful activities and learning opportunities for the children during
the Week of the Young Child in April. It was exciting to watch so many
connections being made between the students in the different programs,
and the teachers came up with some super creative ways for everyone to
work together.
School picture proofs should arrive soon from Joy Glenn, and are
sure to be wonderful, as usual. We will send an email notification when
proofs are ready to send home.
Later this month, the children at MMO will participate in Montclair
Bounce, A Festival of Optimism and Resilience, by planting a Happy Flag
Garden on our lawn. The flags will be decorated by the children with
pictures or words that represent people, places, things, or experiences
that make them happy.
Enjoy the spring weather, and I hope to see you all on the 11th!

Missy Pentecost
MMO Preschool Programs
Executive Director

Upcoming
dates
v 5/11 First
Congregational
Church Yard Sale
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Rain or Shine
v 5/11: MMO
Spring Fling 7:009:30 p.m. at
Fitzgeralds
v 5/13: The Seeing
Eye visit
v 5/14: Spring and
Summer Clothing
Collection
v 5/27: Closed for
Memorial Day
v 5/29: Spring Staff
Luncheon
v 6/13: School-only
programs end
v 6/14: Closed for
Summer camp setup
v 6/17: Summer
camp begins
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PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Fireflies – Ms. Tara
The month of April was a busy one in the pre-K class! We
celebrated “P” by making pizza and having pajama day! We
learned all about rainbows and even made one in our classroom!
We loved mixing colors and using different liquids such as dish soap and oil
to create layers of color in a jar!
The Spring-like weather has finally arrived…along with some Pre-K
pets…6 caterpillars! They arrived in the middle of April and we have been
watching them grow. We are so excited to see them form their chrysalis and
change into butterflies! To coincide with the season of Spring, we will
discuss other kinds of insects such as ladybugs, bumblebees, worms and fireflies. We will
discover all the ways the different insects help people and the earth. Maybe we will be lucky
enough to find some out on our playground!
The garden is getting ready outside on the playground. The class has been playing with the dirt
and will be talking about how plants grow. In collaboration with the rest of the school, we will be
doing some planting. We hope to have some beautiful flowers and some tasty vegetables!
The children will work on special Mother’s Day Projects, and of course we will be continuing
our alphabet study. This month’s letters are T, U, V, W, X and Y. We will count and match leaves
on Tulips and paint Violets in a Vase. The month will end with making a Water Xylophone for the
class to enjoy and we will learn some cool Yoga poses.

Butterflies – Mr. Gary
We cannot believe it is the end of the
school year. This school year has flown by. We
have accomplished so much with your child and
are pleased to see growth in each and every one of
them. We will miss all the families who will be
taking the next step onto Kindergarten
but look forward to working with
returning families’ next school year.
The month of April was an
exciting month filled with many fun
activities. Our children experienced
seeing their caterpillars arrive and we
greatly look forward to when they turn
into butterflies for their release. Many
engaging and exciting activities will take place in
May. This month’s unit will focus on Growing and
Changing, and Mommies and Daddies. We will also
celebrate summer. During the first week of May,
we will be learning about mommy and baby
animals. We will talk about Mother’s Day and how
special each of our mothers is to us. Your little
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ones will have a gift for you to help celebrate
this special day.
Please bring your child to school in
comfortable clothing. We may get messy from
time to time. Graduation is just around the
corner. Our graduating preschoolers
will begin with the preparations for
their Graduation this month. We will
also be continuing our ongoing
letter recognition, writing, math
skills and creative art projects to
bring the year to a close soon.
We have many birthday wishes
this month! If you are a preschooler with
a summer birthday and have not celebrated
with us yet this year, please feel free to do so
during the remaining weeks of school. Please
let us know ahead of time if you are sending
in treats and we will be happy to celebrate!

3 YEAR-OLD PROGRAMS
Dragonflies – Miss Melissa
Spring is officially here!! During the month of April, we
learned all about animals. We discussed what kinds of animals we
would find at both the zoo and on a farm, explored the lifecycle of
frogs, and talked about Earth Day. The children were excited to
share all they knew about what it takes care for our planet and the
little things we do daily to care for our Earth, such as turning off
lights, and turning off the water while brushing our teeth. We also
celebrated The Week of The Young Child with some fun activities,
such as making bagel face snacks, exploring sounds, and working
together in our puzzle challenge!
The month of May we will explore some fun themes like
flowers, gardening, and butterflies! As the weather gets warmer,
we will be spending more time outside! The children will be
invited to interact with nature, talk about different plants and
flowers, and contribute to our school garden. Our caterpillars
have arrived and have already captivated our class! We look
forward to observing them develop and change into beautiful
butterflies!

Bumblebees – Miss Christina
Spring has finally sprung, and the Bumblebee
class enjoyed learning all about the new season last
month. We talked about how flowers bloom, trees start
growing leaves, animals wake up from their hibernation,
and even how the clothes that we wear change. To
celebrate Earth Day, we made an upcycled flower
project using old magazines.
During the month of May, we will be discussing
our moms and what makes them special, and will be
working on a special keepsake project. We will also
learn about ladybugs and why they have spots, bees and
why they are so important to the world around us, and
community workers and how they help us. We will also
be working on basic patterns, number recognition, fine
motor activities, and will even get a visit from a real
firefighter!
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The Week of the Young Child
The Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration hosted by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young children, their teachers
and families.
Our week long celebration of our youngest learners included:

Music Monday:

Through music, children
develop math, language, and
literacy skills – All while having
fun and being active! To
celebrate Music Monday,
students had dance parties,
played freeze dance, made
instruments and even got a
chance to strum an electric
guitar with Mr. Edwin!

Tasty Tuesday:

This fun, food-themed day was
about more than just cheese
and crackers. Cooking together
connects math with literacy
skills, science, and more. For
Tasty Tuesday we were able to
show our students how it can
be fun, healthy and delicious all
at the same time!

Artsy Thursday:

Children develop creativity, social skills and fine
motor skills with open-ended art projects where
they can make choices, use their imaginations,
and create with their hands.
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Work Together
Wednesday:
When children build together
they explore math and science
concepts and develop their
social and early literacy skills.
Without even realizing it, the
children are working together
every day! From table toys, to
group projects, to creating lists,
we are always a team, helping
each other out. “What’s going to
work? Teamwork?”

Family Friday:

Engaging and celebrating families is at the
heart of supporting our youngest learners.
NAEYC and MMO Programs applaud family
members’ role as young children’s first and
most important teachers.

Spotlight on Aftercare
April came and went quickly but the learning that was left behind is
immeasurable! Aftercare focused on Outer space, and themes of the Moon,
Sun, Stars, and Constellations. We created a sun using paper plates, paint,
and tissue paper. We got creative with two moon activities using the same
materials! We crumpled up aluminum foil to use it to paint with and the
finished product was the bumpy surface of the moon. The second project
was crumpling and then un-crumpling the foil and then tearing it apart to
glue it to the paper. Finally our large Aftercare project was our Huge
Constellation. Each child painted a q-tip and then glued it to large paper. We
discussed that each q-tip represents us and how we are part of the universe.
The children had the independence and ability to glue their q-tip any way they wanted to show how
different we all are yet we make up our own creation together.
In the month of May we will be focusing on some of our favorite themes! We will be finishing
up Outer space, diving into Spring time activities, searching for Rainbows, and ending the month
learning about The Three Little Pigs and The Carrot Seed. We will be incorporating literacy into our
daily lessons as well as planting our very own carrot seeds!
Aftercare will be spending lots of time outside including playground
time, walks, and dinner at the picnic tables on the playground. Please
ensure that each child has spare clothing in their backpack including socks
and underwear. Since we will be having dinner on the playground it is
important that all snacks and meals in your child’s backpack and lunchbox
are labeled. This way we can have dinner outside and ensure that each
child has their correct food!
As always Aftercare will have Music and Movement with Tess,
French and Music with Mr. Jim, Art with Ms. Mimi, Art Around the World
with Ms. Susan, and Drama with Mr. Gary. Please sign up in the MMO office
if you would like your child to partake in Aftercare activities!

Happy Earth Day!

5

INFANTS & TODDLERS
Crickets & Grasshoppers
Miss Claude & Miss Margaret
As we bid adieu to April's showers, we look forward to the
blooming of May's flowers. Through daily outdoor gross motor play, our
Crickets and Grasshoppers have shown an interest in the exploration of
our on site gardens. One of our gardens is located right on the
playground, while the other can be accessed by going through the
sanctuary.
For the month of May, our theme
will be gardens. We will delve into how one
tends to a garden by engaging in activities
such as: planting seeds, using watering
cans and making sure to give our plants
lots of sunlight. We will also discuss which
insects can be found in a garden and how
they help keep our gardens thriving.

Ladybugs – Miss Joelle
April was a very noisy month. We focused on making sounds
through play. We turned our classroom into a rock band! We played
the drums, strung the strings of a guitar, tapped textured sticks
together and played with a piano. The children really love making and
listening to music. We also took crayons and rolled them across a big
piece of paper. Listening to the sounds they made, we then began to
tap them on the table and draw in circular motions to make the sound
of wind. Some books we read were Arf! Buzz! Cluck! By Eric Seltzer,
Bunny’s Noisy Book by Margaret Wise Brown and Pete the Cat Old
MacDonald Had a Farm by James Dean.
As we proceed to the month of May, we will be learning and
understanding more about ourselves. We will be identifying our
feelings and describing things about “us”. We will read books like My
Body and My Many Colored Days. Songs we will sing are “Head
Shoulders Knees and Toes” and “Where is Thumpkin?” Something we will also be including is
practicing on buttoning/zippering up and down our jackets and snapping/unlocking locks.
Starting this month our ladybugs will be working on our school garden. As we all know
children learn through play and play can be messy. Just a reminder, please dress your
child to get messy. We will be digging in the dirt to plant flowers and vegetables.
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Parents Association:
Greetings all!
May is an extremely busy and exciting month at MMO we can't wait to celebrate with you! From our
Spring Fling to clothing and pet drives to the Spring Staff Appreciation luncheon, this month will
involve and engage our entire community.
• May 11 Spring Fling: Our annual parents-only Spring Fling is less than two weeks away and

we want YOU there! From delicious food and drinks to great music and amazing raffle
prizes, this is a great night to mix, mingle, and just kick back. Tickets are $55 each and can
be purchased in the MMO offices or online at https://bpt.me/4213110. All tickets include
beer and wine, food, and three raffle tickets. Can't come but want to try your luck in a raffle
or 50/50? Starting on Wednesday, May 8, you'll be able to purchase raffles and 50/50s -and you don't need to be present to win.
• May 13 The Seeing Eye: The Seeing Eye, the oldest and one of the largest guide dog schools
in the U.S. is bringing some of their puppies in training to MMO and talking with our
children about the program. The organization is a 501c3 and its services are not covered
by insurance. As such is relies on donations. They are collecting everything from dog food
to chew-toys (list is below). We would love to help this incredible organization.
o Dog Food: Purina Pro-Plan Focus Large Breed Puppy, Purina Pro-Plan Sport All Life
Stages Active 26/16
o Dog Biscuits: Iams small biscuits, Milkbone (regular flavor) small biscuits
o Nylabone's DuraChew-Plus Collection: DuraChew Bone, souper size, DuraChew Bacon
Hollow Stick souper size, DuraChew Marrow Bone souper size, DuraChew Barbell
monster size, DuraChew Hamsteak
o Nylabone's BigChew Collection: BigChew Beef Bone, BigChews Knot, Galileo Bone,
souper size
o Nylabone Puppy: for hard chewers, variety of styles and shapes / no soft toys, rubber,
or squeakies
o Old towels: bath towels or larger
• May 14 Spring and Summer Clothing Collection: We will be collecting gently used spring
and summer clothing for children (baby through 1st grade). Receptacles will be placed
throughout the lower and upper floors for easy drop.
• May 29 Spring Staff Luncheon: Help us celebrate our incredible staff before school is out!
Similar to the winter luncheon, we'll be sending around a sign up sheet where folks can
choose to cook a dish, supply paper goods and beverages, or donate money toward
platters.
As I mentioned above, it's going to be a busy month but I look forward to celebrating each and every
celebration with our amazing community.
All the best,
Shelby

Summer Camp 2019
MMO Summer Camp is open
to currently registered students
and all children ages 3 to 6. Camp
offers fun, hands-on learning
through a combination of physical
and creative academic activities.
Students enjoy safe science
explorations, STEM, drama, arts and crafts and
organized large-motor games to name a few!
MMO Camp is big enough to keep our students
engaged at all levels while offering the safety
and security of an intimate early childhood
center.
If you are interested in our Summer
Camp Program (space is limited), please come
to the office or email us at
info@mmoprograms.org.

MMO
Preschool
Programs
40 South Fullerton Ave.
Montclair, New Jersey,
07042
mmoprograms.org

Contact Us:
Phone: 973-744-6521
E-mail: info@mmoprograms.org

Follow & Like Us:
Facebook: MMO Programs
Instagram: mmoprograms
Twitter: @MMOPROGRAMS
Yelp: MMO Programs

Download:
Tadpoles (to stay in touch
with your child’s teacher)
MMO is a non-sectarian program of
First Congregational Church
www.firstcongmontclair.org
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