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FEBRUARY 2019
January kicked off registration for the 2019-2020
school year, and it was certainly a busy time. This month
we will begin issuing the enrollment agreements for next
year. As we have done for the past several years, we will
send the enrollment agreements as an email attachment.
If you do not receive one by the end of February, please
reach out to the office!
February’s cold weather is sure to inspire a lot of
STEM-focused discussions about snow and ice. The
teachers will capitalize on Valentine’s Day as an
opportunity to discuss the importance of kindness and
friendship. Please note that if your child brings in
Valentine’s candy or other sweet treats for classmates, it
will be sent home with students and not consumed in
school.
February is Dental Health Month. To help them
learn more about keeping teeth healthy, the children in
our four oldest classes will have a visit from Montclair
Pediatric Dentistry on February 21st.
The last week of this month is Dr. Seuss week at
MMO! Look for more information soon
about the fun ways we will celebrate some
of our favorite books that week.
Stay warm and be well – the
groundhog told us spring is just around
the corner!

Missy Pentecost

MMO Programs Executive Director

Upcoming dates:
§ 2/14: Valentine’s Day
§ 2/18: Closed for
Presidents’ Day
§ 2/19: Closed for Staff
Development
§ 2/21: Montclair Pediatric
Dentistry visit
§ 2/25-3/1: Dr. Seuss week
Ø
Ø

Ø

Ø
Ø

Monday 2/25:
“One Fish, Two Fish”
Wear something read or blue
Tuesday 2/26:
“The Cat in the Hat”
Wear stripes and/or your
favorite hat
Wednesday 2/27:
“Wacky Wednesday”
Get WaCkY! Wear your clothes
backwards, inside out, or
mismatched
Thursday 2/28:
“Green Eggs and Ham”
Wear something GREEN
Friday 3/1:
“Sleep Book”
Wear pajamas or comfy clothes
that are school appropriate

§ 3/18-3/22: Watchung
Booksellers Book Fair
Save the dates:
§ 4/30 & 5/1: Picture Days
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PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Fireflies – Ms. Tara
January flew past with a lot of exciting
moments in Pre-K! We had an amazing visit
from “The Lizard Guy” and got to see real live
animals and interact with them. And most
importantly, we began our alphabet study. The
children are so excited to learn all about the
letters and are doing a great job practicing their
handwriting.
Throughout the month of February the
Pre-k children will continue their alphabet study
with the letters E, F, G, and H. They will learn
about Evaporation, read some of their Favorite
Fairy tales, make a Giant Graph
to record their favorite Goldfish
snack, and go for an imaginary
ride on a Hot air balloon!
The children have been
practicing their counting every
day since the first day of school.
Our goal was to learn to count to
100 and to achieve this, we have been counting
the days of school. To celebrate the 100th day, we

will have a small in-class
celebration. Depending on
snow days, this will take
place sometime this month.
We will do fun activities
such as 100 exercises, make
100 handprints and find 100
numbers around our classroom. We will even
take a walk to see how far 100 footsteps will
take us! There will be a special homework
assignment this week as well.
To continue with our Winter theme, the class
will take few days to learn about Penguins. We
will watch a baby penguin being born, read a
weekly reader about penguins, paint a penguin
and do an experiment with ice!
The science and math center will include a
lesson on the water cycle and Evaporation,
counting on Graph paper, creating shapes on
Geoboards, and comparing our likes and dislikes
using bar graphs and pie graphs.

Butterflies – Mr. Gary
Hello Parents! Even though
February is the shortest month of the
year we have a lot going on! It is the
international month of friendship,
which we will honor with discussions,
stories, and encouragement on how to
show love to friends. It is national
children’s dental health month, so we
will begin introducing our students to
health and nutrition, which will play a
greater role in the upcoming months.
We have a celebration planned for
Valentine’s Day and encourage you to
bring valentines for your child to share
with their classmates. Our Valentine
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curriculum will feature many art
explorations using theme colors and
heart shapes to decorate our
classroom. Our reading focus will
include Shel Silverstein’s The Giving
Tree and Sam McBratney’s Guess
How Much I Love You? We will also
continue with winter related
projects such as building outside with ice blocks,
performing experiments with ice and the
occasional indoor snowball fight!
We will also be continuing with letter
writing and recognition and advancing our
mathematical skills through games and puzzles.

Spotlight on Aftercare Enrichment
Art Around the World with Miss Susan
I whole-heartedly agree with the late great Pablo Picasso
who said, “Every child is an artist. The problem is to remain an
artist once they grow up.” I truly believe that every human being
is creative in one way or another. At the tender age of three, I
myself had the good fortune of discovering my own unique
creative talents with the encouragement of wonderful parents
and teachers who believed in me. Since that tender age Art has
remained a constant in my life that has rewarded me with joy and
at times a source of serenity.
Each week in Art Around the World my goal is to foster
the same joy and self-discovery that I achieved by sharing my
own knowledge, skills and ideas. With an emphasis on process
over product children learn about world cultures such as Chinese
New Year, to the beauty of the seasons and an Igloo Under the
Northern Lights; celebrating our own diversity and holiday
traditions. Our favorite books inspire many projects and we are
introduced to new ones. Literacy and art can go hand-in-hand. It’s
a wonderful thing when the children ask where we going to do
today? Are we going to read any books today? Or simply tell me
they had a really good time I had a lot of fun.

- Miss Susan

Aftercare Enrichment:
January has flown by and before we knew it, February was here! In January we froze and
excavated animals in ice. We used our “hammers” and “nails” to find creative ways to retrieve the
animals out of the icebergs. Mittens were knitted, playdoh pieced on snowflakes, and icicles counted.
We participated in various sensory experiences such as created our own snowmen out of clay, played
in rice, bean, and sand tables, and painted our Aftercare ice skating rink white and added lots of
glitter. Our ice skates are skating away in aftercare as we approach the month of February.
In the month of February we will learn about our shapes, colors, patterns, and Valentines Day.
We will create a Shape House which will be as creative and individual as each one of us, be
adventurous on a Shape Hunt, Play Color and Shape Hopscotch, play BINGO, search our school on a
scavenger hunt, and sing many fun songs that will tie our themes in together. Valentine’s Day will be
celebrated with a discussion about friendship, manners, and how we should be respectful towards
the people around us. We will even have some fun Valentine’s Day accessories such as stamps and
stickers to help us understand the concept of giving and what it means to be kind.
As always we will have Music and Movement with Ms. Tess, French through Music Immersion
with Mr. Jim, Art with Ms. Mimi, Drama with Mr. Gary, Story time with Ms. Joyce, and Art around the
World with Ms. Susan, Little Rockers, and many more fun exciting times with Miss Alex. If anyone is
interested in reading to our Aftercare classes any day please contact either myself or the office for
more information on how you can come be a part of our fun and unique Aftercare group!
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3 YEAR-OLD PROGRAMS
Dragonflies - Miss Melissa
During the month of January, we explored some really fun
themes, including polar bears, penguins, and other artic animals. We
answered some interesting questions such as how do artic animals
keep warm in the winter? and do animals hibernate? One of our
STEM Activities included an experiment to see how polar bears stay
warm and dry in the icy water. We discovered that the bears have a
layer of blubber beneath their fur that helps to keep them warm! We
filled a bowl of ice water and placed our bare hands into the water to
see how cold it was. Then, we put our hands into a
“blubber glove” filled with a layer of shortening to
simulate Polar bear blubber. We couldn’t feel a thing!
During the month of February, we will explore
themes including Groundhog Day, friendship, Valentine’s
Day, and dental health. We will discover what it means
when the groundhog sees his shadow. We will also talk
about why it is important to care for our teeth, keep them
clean, and why friendship is so special and important! Our
STEM focus will be to measure our shadows. Looking forward to an
exciting month!!!

Bumblebees - Miss Christina
With a new year beginning, the bumblebee class dived right into
learning all about winter. We learned about snow and ice, and even used
marshmallows and spaghetti to make igloos. From there, we discussed
penguins. We learned that penguins love to slide on their bellies on ice, so we
worked on a fun experiment testing different items to see if they could slide
on the ice as well. It was a lot of fun! We ended the month learning all about
Groundhog Day, where we looked for shadows in our classroom and made
predictions about whether the groundhog will see his shadow or not.
During the month of February, we will be diving right into learning
about our 5 senses. We will be listening to different sounds, painting still life
portraits of what we see, and exploring shaving cream. For our
science component, we will be using our sense of smell to figure out
what mystery items are in concealed cups. We will also transform into
chefs and cook something together as a class for our sense of
taste. Later in the month, we will also talk about Valentine’s Day and
things we love, and healthy teeth with a special visit from a dentist.
We will end the month celebrating Dr. Seuss with Read Across
America week school wide. Each day will have a fun theme to
participate in, look out for more details soon!
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The Lizard Guy & Peas and Carrots

In mid January, MMO students enjoyed programs
from special visitors, funded by participation in
our Square 2 art fundraiser. Depending on age
and days of attendance, students enjoyed either
the music of “Peas and Carrots” or the wild
creatures of “The Lizard Guy.”
Children attending Peas and Carrots jumped,
danced, sang and twirled like snowflakes and
shook maracas while joining in on “The Wheels
on the Bus,” “The Itsy Bitsy Spider” and more.
Also the children climbed the ladder and sprayed
the hose during “The Firetruck song.”
Children attending The Lizard Guy’s program had
the opportunity to see a wide array of animals,
listen to a hissing cockroach, and touch a
tortoise’s shell and a lizard’s body, among other
things.
Regardless of which program they attended, the
children seemed to enjoy their time with a special
guest immensely.
Many, many thanks to the families who supported
our art and restaurant fundraisers and made
these fun activities possible!
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INFANTS & TODDLERS

Ladybugs
Miss Joelle &
Miss Ileana

Crickets &
Grasshoppers
Miss Margaret &
Miss Claude
The month of January is already
over! For the first month of the year, the
children enjoyed talking about the winter
weather, the types of clothing we wear
during this season and some animals that
live in the cold.
Our theme
for month of
February will be
“Things that go”!
We'll learn about
different modes of
transportation on
water, land and air.
We will also celebrated Valentine's Day and
celebrate Dental Health this month by
participating in some exciting activities and
art projects.
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January was an exciting month for the
ladybugs. The children learned about big and
little objects. They had the chance to paint with
big and little cars, talked about the different
sizes and blending different colors together.
Some of the books we read were How big is a
pig? by Clare Beaton and BIG little by Leslie
Patricelli. We talked
about different size
animals as well as
mimicking each sounds
they make. After
reading "How big is a
pig? we used white and
red paint to make pink
paint. We used our
hands to blend the
paints around on the big
pig. We also did a sensory
and gross motor activity using sponge-painting
wands. We took our shoes, socks and pants off
and talked about how it
felt on our legs and toes.
We also worked on our
gross motor muscles by
going up and down and
side by side with our
sponge painting wands.
Our theme for
February is all about
things that go; Cars, trucks, airplanes and trains.
Some of the activities we will be doing will
include making fire trucks, airplanes and a life
size school bus. Some of the books we will be
reading are My Truck Book, Things That Go and
The Little Engine That Could. Songs we will sing
are "Happy Train," “Bumping up in my little red
wagon" and “Wheels on the bus” as we build our
own school bus.

Parents corner:
Greetings all!

Thank you to those Pre-K parents who joined us for our Kindergarten Roundtable; I hope you found
it useful as you begin the next chapter of your child's journey. I would like to extend a huge thank
you to our very own Bethany Chase for sharing her experience with us as a member of the panel.
While we still are very much in the throws of winter, we are thinking toward the spring. Over the
course of the next few weeks you will receive more information on our February restaurant night
out, our brand new book fair partnership with Watchung Booksellers, our Spring Fling, and more. If
you would like to help with any of our upcoming events, please feel free to reach out to me
at mmoprogramspa@gmail.com.
As always, thank you for creating such a warm, welcoming school community. Wishing you and
your families a happy, HEALTHY month!
All the best,
Shelby Moser

MMO
Programs
Preschool

40 South Fullerton Ave.
Montclair, New Jersey, 07042
Mmoprograms.org

Contact Us:

Phone: 973-744-6521
E-mail: info@mmoprograms.org

Follow & Like Us:

Facebook: MMO Programs
Instagram: mmoprograms
Twitter: @MMOPROGRAMS
Yelp: MMO Programs

Download:

Tadpoles (to stay in touch
with your child’s teacher)
MMO is a non-sectarian program of
First Congregational Church
www.firstcongmontclair.org

