
 

 

 

	 It’s	hard	to	believe	we	are	nearing	the	end	of	our	school	calendar	
and	will	soon	be	starting	summer	camp!	MMO	summer	camp	begins	June	
18th,	and	we	are	excited	to	bring	STEM,	Art	and	Dramatic	arts	to	your	
children.	Grasshoppers,	Ladybugs,	and	some	Caterpillars	will	participate	
in	a	modified	version	of	camp,	providing	them	with	opportunities	to	
explore	new	activities	and	materials	in	new	spaces,	while	still	maintaining	
their	lunchtime	and	rest	routines,	which	are	so	important.		
	 We	are	so	very	proud	of	the	way	all	of	the	children	have	grown	and	
developed	this	year.	We	will	be	simultaneously	excited	and	sad	to	see	our	
oldest	students	move	on	to	Kindergarten;	sad,	because	we	have	cared	for	
each	of	them	and	known	them	for	a	long	time,	but	excited	because	we	
know	wonderful	things	are	in	store	for	them	as	they	enter	the	next	phase	
of	their	lives.	
	 I	must	say	a	special	thank	you	to	Nicole	and	Keith	Dougherty	for	
spearheading	so	many	Parent	Association	fundraising	initiatives	over	the	
last	year.	Thank	you	to	all	who	have	participated	in	and	supported	those	
fundraising	efforts	–	the	money	raised	has	provided	special	events,	such	
as	The	Lizard	Guys	and	Peas	&	Carrots,	as	well	as	new	books	and	
classroom	materials.	With	our	scholastic	points	we	will	be	purchasing	a	
second	listening	center	for	our	Pre-K	classes,	getting	new	books	for	the	
classrooms,	and	replacing	some	favorites	that	are	worn	down	from	heavy	
use.			
	 As	the	school	year	comes	to	a	close	and	I	reflect	on	my	first	few	
months	as	director,	I	must	thank	all	of	the	MMO	Community	–	staff,	
families,	and	alumni	–	for	your	support	and	trust	through	many	changes.	I	
am	exceedingly	proud	of	the	work	the	teachers	and	staff	at	MMO	do	in	
support	of	the	learning	and	optimal	development	of	our	young	students.		
	
A	safe	and	happy	summer	to	you	all!	
	

Missy	Pentecost		
MMO	Preschool	Programs	

Executive	Director	

JUNE 2018 
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Wow!		Is	it	the	end	of	the	year	
already?		The	time	has	flown	by.	
Throughout	the	month	of	May	the	

Pre-k	class	was	busy	finishing	up	their	
alphabet	study.		We	painted	Violets	in	
a	Vase	and	made	an	awesome	Water	
Xylophone.		Outside,	the	class	
planted	some	flowers	in	our	garden	
and	will	continue	to	enjoy	taking	
care	of	them	and	watching	them	
grow.			
	 Throughout	our	last	few	weeks	
together	in	June,	the	children	will	spend	
some	time	reviewing	all	of	the	letters	in	the	
alphabet.		We	will	read	some	of	our	favorite	
stories,	play	some	math	games	and	take	walks	
outside.		The	class	will	create	“All	About	Me”	

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
Fireflies – Ms. Tara 

Butterflies – Mr. Gary 
	 May	was	another	fun-filled	month	in	the	Butterfly	classroom.	
It’s	hard	to	believe	that	our	school	year	is	almost	at	an	end!	We	will	
end	the	year	with	our	moving	up	ceremony.	As	in	the	beginning	of	the	
year,	we	may	be	dealing	with	issues	of	separation	again.	This	time,	
instead	of	separating	from	parents	and	home,	it	is	separation	from	
teachers	and	friends	who	have	become	important	in	
your	child’s	life.	Many	of	the	children	will	be	
returning	to	MMO	in	the	fall.	Others	will	be	going	on	
to	other	schools	and	the	new	world	of	kindergarten.	
In	any	event,	change	is	taking	place.	Children	often	
feel	some	anxiety,	along	with	excitement,	about	
saying	good-bye	to	what	they	know	and	meetings	
new	experiences.		
	 Often	these	anxieties	are	not	on	a	conscious	level	–	that	is,	the	
child	cannot	verbalize	what	s/he	is	feeling.	Instead	s/he	may	just	
begin	to	act	differently,	clingy,	wild,	or	aggressive,	etc.	In	class,	we	will	
be	talking	about	these	feelings.	It	will	help	your	child	if	you,	too,	let	
him/her	be	aware	that	you	understand	that	saying	“Good-Bye”	is	both	
a	happy	and	sad	experience.	Closure	is	an	important	process	for	
children	and	adults	alike.		
	 We	feel	privileged	to	have	spent	this	year	with	your	family	and	
to	have	shared	in	your	child’s	development.	Our	very	best	wishes	for	a	
healthy	and	happy	summer.			

PRE-K MOVING UP 
CEREMONIES 

*bring your tissues 

• 11:45 a.m. Butterfly 
Moving Up Ceremony 
in the Guild Room* 

• 1:45 p.m.: Firefly 
Moving Up Ceremony 
in the Gymnasium* 

 
A very special good luck wish 
for all our graduates going onto 
kindergarten next year! 
 

** All are welcome to attend ** 
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books,	talk	about	what	we	want	to	be	when	we	
grow	up,	and	draw	self-portraits.	During	circle	
time,	the	children	will	discuss	some	summer	

safety	rules	and	talk	a	little	bit	about	moving	
on	to	our	new	schools	and	making	new	
friends,	while	still	keeping	our	old	ones!			
	 On	Thursday	June	14th	the	
children	will	be	celebrating	their	last	day	
in	Pre-K!		We	invite	all	of	our	parents	for	
a	special	get	together	at	1:45p.m.		The	
children	will	be	singing	some	songs	and	

receive	their	Pre-K	Certificates.	After	the	
performance	we	will	continue	the	celebration	

in	our	classroom.		We	have	had	so	much	fun	in	
the	Firefly	class	this	year.		We	wish	all	of	our	
students	lots	of	luck	in	their	new	schools	and	
know	they	will	have	some	amazing	adventures!		
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Bumblebees – Miss Christina 

3 YEAR-OLD PROGRAMS  
Dragonflies – Miss Megan 

	 I	can’t	believe	the	school	year	is	already	coming	to	an	end!	It	went	
by	so	fast!	During	the	month	of	May,	the	children	were	able	to	explore	
some	great	themes	such	as,	flowers	and	plants,	gardening,	and	caterpillars	
and	butterflies!	
	 It	was	such	a	great	opportunity	for	the	children	to	observe	our	
caterpillars	turn	into	butterflies.	We	were	able	to	see	the	whole	process	of	how	the	caterpillars	
changed.	We	watched	as	they	grew	bigger	and	bigger	and	made	their	chrysalis.	It	was	so	exciting	
when	they	started	to	break	out	of	the	chrysalis	and	out	came	butterflies!	The	children	were	so	
excited	when	we	released	our	butterflies	into	our	garden!		

We	spent	a	lot	of	time	talking	about	planting	and	how	we	can	take	care	of	our	plants!	We	
learned	that	plants	need	water,	sun,	soil,	and	air	to	grow!	Along	the	fence	by	the	playground,	we	
planted	sunflower	seeds!	The	children	each	dug	a	hole	in	the	ground	and	placed	some	sunflowers	
seeds	inside.	Then,	they	covered	the	hole	with	dirt	and	watered	it.	Now	comes	the	hard	part-	waiting.	
Hopefully,	we	will	see	our	sunflowers	start	to	grow	soon!	

In	the	month	of	June,	we	will	talk	about	some	fun	themes,	including	the	ocean,	pirates,	and	
camping!	Many	of	us	visit	the	beach	in	the	summer,	so	we	will	talk	about	some	of	the	different	
animals	that	live	in	the	ocean.	We	will	be	having	an	end	of	the	year	party,	more	details	will	follow.	
The	teachers	wish	you	a	safe	and	happy	summer!	
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	 We	did	a	lot	of	exploring	and	
investigating	during	the	month	of	
May.	We	started	off	our	month	
discussing	one	of	our	favorite	
topics:	our	moms!		From	their	
favorite	stores,	to	their	favorite	
foods,	we	had	fun	learning	more	about	them.		We	
worked	hard	creating	portraits	of	them	using	
real	pictures	of	them	as	a	guide.	
	 From	there,	we	moved	onto	learning	all	
about	ladybugs.	We	played	a	ladybug	number	
matching	game	using	their	dots	and	even	played	
a	musical	spots	game,	flying	around	the	room	
imitating	ladybugs.	We	learned	the	ladybug's	life	
cycle	and	how	their	favorite	food	is	
aphids!		Learning	about	ladybugs	helped	us	dive	
right	into	our	bumblebee	theme!		We	learned	
about	the	three	types	of	bees	that	are	found	in	a	
colony	(queen	bee,	worker	bee,	and	drone	bee),	
and	discovered	what	each	of	their	jobs	are.		We	
worked	on	our	fine	motor	skills	by	using	
tweezers	to	transfer	"pollen"	from	flowers	to	a	
beehive.	We	get	so	excited	when	we	see	bees	
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outside	and	try	to	guess	if	it's	a	worker	or	
a	drone	bee	(we	look,	but	never	touch!).	
	 Finally,	we	ended	the	month	
discussing	community	helpers.	We	
learned	who	these	helpers	are	and	why	

their	jobs	are	so	important.	We	pretended	to	
be	dentists,	firefighters,	and	even	teachers.	This	
unit	prompted	a	discussion	on	what	we	want	to	
be	when	we	grow	up.		Our	answers	may	surprise	
some	of	you!	
	 Thank	you	to	the	families	that	graciously	
donated	soil	so	we	could	plant	in	the	garden.	We	
are	taking	care	of	our	plants	daily,	taking	turns	
using	the	hose	to	water	them	generously.	Be	sure	
to	stop	by	the	fence	and	check	it	out!	
	 During	the	month	of	June,	we	will	discuss	
our	dads	and	talk	about	all	the	fun	things	that	we	
did	throughout	the	year.	Be	sure	to	join	us	for	an	
ice	cream	party	to	celebrate	the	last	day	of	school	
on	Thursday,	June	14th	at	11:30	a.m.	I	would	
like	to	thank	you	all	for	the	wonderful	school	
year	filled	with	laughs	and	memories,	and	wish	
you	all	a	happy	and	safe	summer!	
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First they were hungry caterpillars!  

We watched them 
get bigger!! 

Then they formed their chrysalis’, and slept, while we watched and waited with anticipation …  

… until they became … 

 The Butterfly Life-cycle 

… and every class got to 
release their butterflies on 

the playground! 
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June	has	come	so	quickly!	It	is	amazing	
that	we	are	already	at	the	end	of	the	year!	In	
May	we	were	very	creative	in	Aftercare	with	
learning	about	Bugs	and	Insects.	We	created	a	
bug,	made	fossils	using	bugs	and	playdoh,	and	
learned	various	dance	moves	to	move	and	
groove	using	gross	motor	skills!	Throughout	
the	month	of	May	we	learned	different	songs	
with	various	tunes	and	played	games	in	trying	
to	remember	the	different	words	to	each	
song.	We	worked	on	our	routines	in	
Aftercare	as	well.	There	are	so	many	
little	routines	such	as	transitioning	
from	each	classroom,	to	washing	
hands	and	retrieving	our	own	
lunchbox,	to	sitting	at	the	table	for	
dinner.	It	is	amazing	how	far	everyone	
has	come!	Everyone	can	complete	our	
dinner	routine	with	only	slight	assistance!	
Another	routine	we	have	been	able	to	
concentrate	on	is	dismissing	from	the	
playground.	It	is	a	fun	way	for	the	children	to	
end	their	day	at	6pm	and	after	with	running	
and	playing	games	on	the	playground	with	their	
friends	and	teachers!	

	We	also	had	some	of	our	other	teachers	
create	projects	for	us	such	as	Mr.	Hernaldo’s	
Self-Portrait	and	Ms.	Heather’s	Butterfly	
Creation.	The	first	few	weeks	of	June	we	are	
going	to	be	revisiting	some	of	our	favorite	songs	
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and	activities!	We	are	going	to	
break	out	some	of	the	favorites	
from	earlier	in	the	year	and	
take	it	a	step	farther	to	see	how	
much	we	have	all	learned	and	
remembered	and	how	much	
more	we	can	achieve!	We	will	
be	recognizing	and	jumping	shape	to	shape	around	
the	room,	going	on	various	animal	hunts,	and	
continuing	to	practice	our	fine	motor	skills	with	
drawing,	writing,	and	cutting.	As	the	weather	
continues	to	get	warmer	and	warmer	our	
Aftercare	goal	is	to	play	outside	and	be	
outside	in	the	fresh	air	as	much	as	possible!	
This	includes	playground	time,	walks	with	
our	teachers,	nature	hunts,	and	other	cool	
activities	that	will	give	us	summer	fever!	We	

will	be	finishing	out	the	year	with	some	of	our	
favorite	Aftercare	Instructors	which	include:	
French	through	Music	with	Mr.	Jim,	Music	and	
Movement	with	Ms.	Tess,	Art	with	Ms.	Mimi,	Art	in	
Nature	with	Ms.	Susan,	Little	Rockers	with	Ms.	
Deirdre,	Ms.	Megan,	Mr.	Gary,	and	daily	projects	
and	activities	with	Ms.	Alex.		If	any	of	these	lessons	
sound	like	fun	please	secure	a	spot	in	the	office!	
Thank	you	to	everyone	for	an	amazing	year	in	
Aftercare!	I	hope	to	see	you	in	Summer	Camp	and	
then	in	the	Fall! 

-	Alex	Latona,		
Lead	Aftercare	Teacher	

Gardening and digging 

 Spotlight on Aftercare 
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Caterpillars – Miss Margaret & Miss Melissa 
As	we	say	farewell	to	May	and	jump	into	June,	our	

focus	will	be	personal	growth!		Our	caterpillars	have	
grown	so	much	during	the	last	several	months.		From	
pulling	up,	scooting,	and	running	to	exploring	paint,	sand,	
and	the	great	outdoors!		Our	caterpillars	have	been	very	
busy	taking	turns,	testing	their	strength,	and	expressing	
their	creativity.		We	look	forward	to	supporting	and	
encouraging	even	more	growth	and	
exploration	in	the	upcoming	summer	
months.	

Ladybugs – Miss Joelle  
			During	the	month	of	May,	we	worked	hard	

trying	to	understand	our	feelings	and	
learning	how	to	describe	how	we	
feel.	We	looked	at	different	feeling	
charts	and	talked	about	the	face	
gestures	that	went	along	with	the	
feelings.	We	learned	about	our	fives	

senses	and	described	what	we	looked	like	while	
looking	into	a	mirror.	We	have	been	really	trying	
hard	to	remember	to	use	our	
manners	when	we	want	or	
don’t	want	something,	when	
we	accidentally	bump	our	
friends	and	when	we	greet	
people.	We	read	books	
like	Excuse	Me!	by	Karen	
Katz,	My	Body	by	Jill	
Ackerman	and	My	Many	
Colored	Days	by	Dr.	Seuss.		
									In	a	blink	of	an	eye	June	is	already	here!	We	
want	to	start	off	by	saying	thank	you	for	such	a	
pleasant	school	year	and	for	trusting	us	with	
your	greatest	gift,	your	children.	To	end	the	
school	year,	the	theme	of	June	will	be	Summer.	
We	will	talk	about	the	change	in	temperature,	the	
beach	and	have	lots	of	water	play!	Have	a	great	
summer!		
	

	 In	May	we	talked	about	fruits,	
vegetables,	Mother's	Day	and	colors.	We	
learned	new	songs	and	read	a	lot	of	fun	
stories.	
	 We	watched	our	caterpillars	grow	and	
turn	into	butterflies,	then	fly	away.		
	 During	the	month	of	June,	we	will	talk	
about	summer	and	the	type	of	clothes	that	we	
wear	during	this	season.	We	will	also	talk	
about	water,	some	of	it's	forms	and	what	we	
can	do	with	it;	movement	and	the	different	
ways	our	body	moves,	while	reading	many	
stories	and	doing	some	fun	activities.	

Grasshoppers – 
Miss Claude 

INFANTS & TODDLERS 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Many Thanks!! 
 Thank you for a wonderful 2017-2018 
school year! We couldn’t do anything without the 
wonderful support of our MMO families!  

Congratulations Staff!  
Masters:  

xxx 

High School: 
Julie Korgen 

Bachelors: 
Maddie Wilkinson 

Nate Grant Associates: 
xxxxx 

Week 1: Weather 

Week 2: Favorite Authors 

Week 3: Summer 

Week 4: Space 

Week 5: Animals 

Week 6: 5 Senses 

Week 7: Colors 

Week 8: Things that grow 

Week 9: Things that go 

Congratulations  
and best wishes to both:  

Alex Latona 

Megan 
Newton 

Graduations: 

Weddings:  

Summer Camp 2018  

 MMO Summer Camp is open to Toddlers who are 
currently registered students and all children ages 3 to 6. 
Camp offers fun, hands-on learning through a 
combination of physical and creative academic activities. 
Students enjoy safe water-play, science explorations, yoga, 
arts and crafts and organized large-motor games to name a 
few! MMO Camp is big enough to keep our students 
engaged at all levels while offering the safety and security of 
an intimate early childhood center.  
 If you are interested in our Summer Camp Program 
(space is limited), please come to the office or email us at 
info@mmoprograms.org. 

Summer	Camp	themes	
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Greetings! Thanks to all who attended the Kindergarten Roundtable; we hope that the forum 
provided valuable information for your decision-making.  
 
This month we will be having another MMO Night at Panera Restaurant on Wednesday, 

MMO is a non-sectarian program of  
First Congregational Church 
www.firstcongmontclair.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone: 973-744-6521 
E-mail: info@mmoprograms.org 
 

Follow & Like Us: 
Facebook: MMO Programs 
Instagram: mmoprograms 
Twitter: @MMOPROGRAMS 
 
Download: 
Tadpoles (to stay in touch 
with your child’s teacher) 

MMO 
Preschool 
Programs  

40 South Fullerton Ave. 
Montclair, New Jersey, 

07042 

mmoprograms.org 

	 Thanks	to	all	that	attended	our	final	fundraiser	of	the	year	at	Bareburger.	We	raised	just	over	
$200,	bringing	the	total	raised	for	the	year	to	nearly	$5,500,	which	exceeded	our	goal	of	$5,000.	
Thanks	everyone!	
	 The	last	Parents	Association	event	of	the	year	will	be	our	annual	year-end	Staff	Appreciation	
Lunch	on	Friday,	June	8.	An	email	with	a	link	to	a	Sign-Up	Genius	has	been	sent	out	to	sign	up	to	
contribute	or	volunteer.	Also,	if	you	haven't	already	received	them,	please	be	on	the	lookout	for	
emails	from	your	class	parents	with	any	year-end	celebration	information.	
	 On	a	personal	note,	this	is	my	last	newsletter	update	as	President	of	the	Parents	Association	as	
my	son,	Kevin,	will	be	moving	on	to	Kindergarten	next	year.	It's	a	bittersweet	time	as	we	leave	behind	
wonderful	people	and	memories	at	MMO	where	he	has	grown	up	over	the	past	four	years,	but	head	to	
new	horizons	as	he	continues	to	grow,	develop	and	mature.	I	want	to	sincerely	thank	everyone	who	
has	participated	in	and	contributed	to	PA	events	over	the	course	of	the	last	3	years,	my	husband	Keith	
for	his	tireless	efforts	in	fundraising,	the	staff,	including	all	of	Kevin's	teachers	over	the	years	(and	
those	who	he's	just	stopped	to	talk	to	-	probably	about	your	cars),	Meredith	for	her	help	with	
communications,	and	last	but	not	least,	Missy,	Jan	and	Danielle	for	their	continued	support	and	
assistance.		
	 Shelby	Ebert-Moser	will	be	taking	the	lead	next	year	for	the	PA,	and	I'm	quite	sure	she	will	
carry	the	torch	to	continue	to	raise	both	funds	and	a	sense	of	community	for	MMO.	
	 Have	a	great	summer,	and	best	wishes	to	you	and	your	families. 
	 As	always,	if	you	have	any	questions,	please	feel	free	to	reach	out	to	us	via	email,	
mmoparentsassociation@gmail.com.	

Nicole Dougherty – President 
Shelby Ebert-Moser – Vice-President 

Parents Association: 


