Offering Exceptional
Educational Childcare for
Infants & Young Children

NOVEMBER 2017
Director’s Note:
The clocks will turn back on November 5th, the cooler weather is
here, and nightfall will come earlier – all indicators that we are well into
Autumn. This month will be a busy one for our parents! The first Parent
Association meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 1st at 7:30
p.m. in classroom B (Bumblebees). Be sure to come kick-off what has
already started as a great school year thanks to our parental support.
Parents will have an opportunity to speak one-on-one with their
child’s teacher to discuss the developmental progress their child is
making during parent/teacher conferences. Information regarding
scheduling a conference will be sent to you via email from Alex Latona. If
you have not received information regarding conferences by November
3rd please contact Alex at AlexLatona@mmoprograms.org for
assistance.
Last month MMO distributed the Ages and Stages Screening Tools
for parents to complete, providing information regarding their child’s
development. We appreciate your partaking in this process. The
information is essential for both you and the MMO educators in fully
understanding where each child is developmentally and meeting his or
her needs accordingly.
Last month was MMO’s fall “Meet & Greet.” The beautiful weather,
music provided by MMO dads Adam Moser and Alex CdeBaca (thank
you!) and a terrific turnout made for a fun, social event for MMO families
and staff alike. Thank you to all who came! And thank you for all who
participated in our Ah’ Pizz fundraiser last month! It was great to see so
many MMO faces there and the money generated will go to fun
programming of The Lizard Guys and Peas & Carrots Sing-Along in
January.
I wish you and your family a very healthy and happy Thanksgiving!
Corrine Harney, M. Ed.

MMO Preschool Programs
Executive Director

Upcoming
dates
v 11/1: Parents’
Association
meeting at 7:30
p.m.
v 11/1-11/30:
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
v 11/10: Closed,
Staff training/NJ
Teacher’s
Convention
v 11/22: Early
closing at 2:30
p.m.
v 11/23-11/24:
Closed
Thanksgiving &
day after
v 12/22: Early
Closing at 2:30
p.m.
v 12/25-1/1: Closed
Winter Break

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Fireflies – Ms. Tara
October was such a fun month! Using real pumpkins, the children were able to
utilize their senses to help them learn about this fall fruit. We weighed,
measured and compared different pumpkins. We tasted seeds and made
yummy muffins. We scooped out the inside and felt the gooey flesh. We
compared the smell of the muffins to the actual pumpkin…they smelled quite
different!
Throughout the month of November, our focus will change to the meaning of
friendship and of course our families! With Thanksgiving approaching, it is a great time of year to
discuss the similarities and differences between all of our families. We will review the towns that
we live in and make family trees. We will read books about relatives and illustrate our favorite
family activities. We will even have a special show and tell on Friday, November 17th. I am asking
the children to each bring in a family photograph to share and display in the classroom. The
children will discuss the first Thanksgiving and talk about all the wonderful things we have to be
grateful for.
Math this month will include some graphing and measuring. We will make a class graph of our
family members, and measure ingredients when baking banana bread. For science, we will finish up
our fall observations, discuss sinking and floating, and design houses out of Lincoln logs. This will tie
into our discussions of the Mayflower and how the pilgrims built their first houses.
Conferences will be happening throughout the month as well. Please keep an eye out for a signup! I look forward to meeting with you!

Butterflies – Mr. Gary
At MMO Programs we are lucky to have families from a variety of
cultures, and one of our goals is to foster tolerance and respect for all people.
When children are born, they come to us without biases about other people
regardless of their race, culture, gender or abilities. As parents and teachers,
we need to take positive action if we want our children to grow up respectful
of others. In butterflies, for the month of November, we are committed to
helping children grow up to be respectful of other people, and aware of the
rich diversity of their community and the world. Our class will focus on
expressing and receiving gratitude for our positive actions and giving to
others less fortunate. Thanksgiving is also a time that we can
communicate respect for others. At Thanksgiving, we focus on families
and being thankful for all the things we have.
In our classroom we will also continue working on properly
holding a pencil, using scissors, writing our letters, recognizing and
writing our names, being respectful of our classroom and its many
wonderful toys, and practicing many academic skills through playtime and
games. The children will also be exposed to more stories being read to
them and discussing the way the books make the children feel or what
they think of. In November we would also like to wish you and your family
a very happy and healthy Thanksgiving!
2

Spotlight on Aftercare
Art in Nature with Ms. Susan
Nature is defined as “the physical
world and everything in it that is not made
by man.” In Art in Nature students enjoy
discovering that our world and all of
creation is a work of art- beautiful, inspiring and
full of wonder. Instructed by Miss Susan, one of MMO’s
Assistant Teachers in our Dragonfly Program and a lifelong artist,
this concept is presented to students through books, music,
photography, works of fine art and nature itself. Students see that our world and the abundance of
nature that surrounds us is more than meets the eye. From “seeing” figures in billowy clouds against
the bluest sky – the uniqueness of each changing season, Art in Nature fosters an appreciation of
the world that belongs to all of us in a way each child can understand. The
main goal of Art in Nature is to promote a life-long mind-set that each
child will take with them beyond the walls of school – to share with family
and friends and within themselves, as a true creative and wondrous
element of nature themselves, for life!

Aftercare Enrichment:
We have finally arrived in the month of November. This month in Aftercare
we are focusing on Process vs. Product activities. Process activities allow children
to experience their own independence as well as learn about their own creativity.
All children in aftercare will have sensory experiences when we dance on bubble
wrap and painting without the conventional use of paintbrushes. The children will participate in a
turkey feather matching game as well as 5 Silly Turkeys. As we near Thanksgiving we will create
our own My Thankful Placement. This month we will be practicing ripping paper, gluing objects,
and cutting. We will continue to have our song of the week and singing about owls and turkeys. We
will continue to have Art in Nature with Ms. Susan, Yogarate with Ms. Nicole, French with Mr. Jim,
Music and movement with Ms. Tess, Art with Ms. Mimi, STEM with Ms. Malessa, and Little rockers.
If any of these activities interest you please call the office to check with aftercare availability!
- Alex Latona,
Lead Aftercare Teacher
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3 YEAR-OLD PROGRAMS
Dragonflies - Miss Megan
The month of October is over and we had so much fun welcoming
in fall! We learned about apples, pumpkins, and leaves. We learned how
apples grow and that there are so many different kinds of apples! The
children had so much fun doing an apple taste test. We tasted red
delicious, golden delicious, and granny smith apples, and then we
graphed which apple we liked the best! The children loved learning
about why the leaves change colors in the fall. We went on a nature
walk to observe the changes in the leaves, and then we went on a leaf
hunt to see how many different types we could find. We found leaves
in all different colors, shapes, and sizes! We got a closer look at the veins
in leaves by doing leaf rubbings.
Our STEM focus last month was pumpkins. We were pumpkin detectives and had a pumpkin
investigation! We thought like scientists and made predictions about how many lines were on our
pumpkins and how many seeds were inside. Then, we explored the inside of our pumpkin! We also
did a sink or float experiment with pumpkins. We made more predictions about whether a pumpkin
would float on the water or sink to the bottom. Some of the results surprised us!
In November, we will talk about our families and what it means to be
thankful. Thanksgiving will be here before you know it! We will be doing
fun activities with turkeys, pilgrims, and pumpkins. We will be doing a
special family project, where children will get a feather to take home and
decorate with their families. Then, they will bring the feather back and we
will put them together to create our thankful class turkey! More
instructions will follow.

Bumblebees - Miss Christina
We were very busy during the month of October! We began the month
learning all about fall. We discussed the changes that occur during this season
and came up with a list of fall activities, which we then voted on to see, which
was our favorite. We made nature collages with items that the class found on
nature walks with their families. As the month went on, we investigated
pumpkins! We described what the outside of our pumpkins looked like and
what we thought the inside would contain. We worked in small groups to
clean out the inside and then carved different faces on them. We enjoyed
looking at them during rest time! As the month came to an end, we
discussed Halloween. We had fun talking about our costumes, reading
"spooky" Halloween books, and having Halloween themed dance parties.
For the month of November, we will be learning all about owls, our
families, turkeys, and Thanksgiving. Be on the lookout for details regarding
a very special homework assignment. We will be creating a class puzzle and
each family will be contributing a piece. Details will follow!
4

TODDLERS
Grasshoppers - Miss Wendy
We have so enjoyed our fall theme! It has been so fun to sing
songs about leaves, observe the weather, and play around with
pumpkins.
In November our theme will be prepositions. Of course, we won’t
introduce that word, but we will demonstrate what these kinds of words
mean. We will talk about front and back, up and
down, under and on top, etc. These are concepts
that will help us to communicate with the toddlers
and vice versa (hopefully).
I am also hoping to kick off our scholastic
book orders! I will be sending home information
on how you can order books, which in turn earns
our classroom points for books.

Our Annual Fall
Meet & Greet!

Thank you for coming!
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INFANTS & TODDLERS

Ladybugs Miss Joelle & Miss Malessa
Our older infants have settled into the
Ladybugs class so quickly. They are exploring our
environment with all their senses (as appropriate!). From
crawling to walking, listening, smelling, tasting, and touching. We
took advantage of the beautiful weather in October and sought to get
outside as often as possible. All of our children, both walkers and
non-walkers, have explored the playground now! With that being
said, with the cooler weather approaching please send appropriate
clothing (hats, gloves, jackets… etc.), all labeled with your child’s
name.
In November, our theme will be “Inside/Outside.” We will
focus on animals and objects that we find outside verses what we see
inside. Some songs we will sing are “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star,”
“Old Mac Donald Had a Farm” and “Hello Mr. Turkey.” As the weather
gets colder, we will talk about the change in temperature and our
surroundings. During this month we will be having parent-teacher
conferences. A sign up schedule will be sent home so you can pick a
time that works best. Have a happy Gobble Gobble day from the
Ladybugs!

Caterpillars
Miss Margaret & Miss Melissa
As we inch into November, we reflect on all the skills and
milestones our little caterpillars have accomplished in just eight short
weeks. With each passing day, they become just a little bit more
aware and confident in their abilities. From pushing up onto their
arms and crawling to taking several steps throughout the day, our little
ones have been quite busy.
Our students will have the opportunity to explore the
concept of self-awareness by observing the world around
them. This may include looking at themselves in a mirror,
offering them food choices they’d like to eat, or simply
snuggling up with a caregiver and listening to a story.
Through each enriching experience, both modest and grand,
we’ll be there every step of the way.
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MEET THE STAFF
Claude Barthelemy is in her 2nd year as an Assistant Teacher in
MMO’s Ladybugs classroom. Claude’s interest in education grew
after high school when she served as a volunteer with children in
her home nation of Haiti. She began taking college classes and
earned her Diploma in Preschool Education, after which she
worked for several years with 2nd6th graders there. During her
childhood Claude enjoyed boating
and playing on the beautiful
beaches of Haiti, and as a teenager
she particularly loved jet skiing!
Claude now spends some of her
spare time sketching still life and
fashion illustrations, reading
(especially mysteries), and
hanging out with family and friends. Claude loves watching the
way young children learn, and states, “It makes me happy knowing
that I’ve been part of that.”
Assistant Teacher Andi DiGuilio is in her 16th year at MMO. Andi has
worked with many children, ages 2 through Pre-K, and many teachers
during her years here, even assisting Executive Director Corrine
Harney when she was a classroom teacher. Prior to beginning at MMO,
Andi and her husband Chuck ran their own child care center in their
home for 20 years. Andi and Chuck had to close their center
unexpectedly when a sudden injury prevented Andi from working for
several months. After her recovery, she was invited to apply at MMO
and was delighted to be working with young children again. There are
many aspects of working with young children that Andi enjoys. She
especially embraces their many different personalities, and enjoys
watching as they “learn to deal with each other.” Andi observes:
“(They) come in as individuals. I like to watch them make the
connection with each other, sharing and caring with each other.”
Andi and Chuck have been married for 52 years
and have 3 grown sons, one granddaughter, a 4year-old great-grandson, and a 13-year-old cat
named Blaze. Andi likes to go to the gym in her
spare time, where she spends some time on
treadmills and elliptical but most enjoys working
out with weights in the pool. She takes pleasurereading books that deal with faith, miracles and
animals, and she loves to dance. She and Chuck
have spent a lot of time square dancing with
family over the years and still like to jitterbug.
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Parents corner:
Greetings! As we head into the holiday season, we have lots to be thankful for. Something
the PA is thankful for are those families who participated in our recent night at Ah’ Pizz. We
raised $187, which the owner generously increased to $300! That brings our fundraising
total for this school year thus far to $527.
Your opinion is wanted. If you haven’t already, please take a moment to respond to the
recent surveys that were circulated via email. This will help pinpoint what opportunities
are of interest to our community. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GBJSDWS and
https://www.surveymoney.com/m/r/3TGTQS3
As always, if you have any questions or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us
via email at mmoparentassociation@gmail.com.
Nicole Dougherty, President
Shelby Moser, Vice-President
MMO Parent Association

MMO
Programs
Preschool
40 South Fullerton Ave.
Montclair, New Jersey, 07042
Mmoprograms.org

Contact Us:

Phone: 973-744-6521
E-mail: info@mmoprograms.org

Follow & Like Us:

Facebook: MMO Programs
Instagram: mmoprograms
Twitter: @MMOPROGRAMS
Yelp: MMO Programs

Download:

Tadpoles (to stay in touch
with your child’s teacher)
MMO is a non-sectarian program of
First Congregational Church
www.firstcongmontclair.org

